DIIDIATE SELEASE g JULY 28, 1948

HECUTIVE ORDER

BSTABLISHING THR PRESIDENTTS COiMITTEE OH
EQUALITY 0F TREATIEMT AND OPFORTUHITY IN
THE ARED SERVICES

YHETEAS 1% is essential that there be maintained in the
armed services of the Unjted Staotes the highest standards of
domocracy, with eqrality of troatment and epportunity for 211
those wha scrve in owr ceuntry's defonser

HoY, THEEEFORE, by wirtue of the authordty vested in
mo as Prosident of the United States, by the Censtitution and
the stotutes of the United Statcs, and as Commafder in Chief of
the armed services, it iz herchy ordered as follows:

1, It is heroby doclared to be the policy of the President
that theps shall be egualitr of trestment and opportunity for all
persons in the amed services without regord to raca, color,
religion or mational origin. This policy shall be put into effect
ns rapidly o= possible, having dus rogird o ths tire required
ts offoctuate any necessary chonges without dmpairing officicncy
or morali,.

2., There choll be created in the National Mildtary Bstab-
lighmont on odvisory comrittoe to be known os the Prosident's
Committoo on Equality of Treatoeont and Opportundty in the Armed
Serviecs, which shall bo composed of suven menbers to be desig-
npoted by thoe Presidents

5. Tho Comition is snthorized «n bohalf of the Prosident
to examine into the mles, procedures and proptices of tho armed
sorvices in order to dakorrdne in what respoct such rules, pro-
godurcs and practices may ba altozod or deproved with 2 view
to carrying out the policy of this erder. The Comnittoc ghall
confer ond ndvise with the Seerotary of Defonse, tho Sceretary
of the Amy, the Scerctary of tha Novy, ond the Seeretory of
the Adr Forec, and shall make such rocom endations to tho
Progident and to sodd Secrotarics s in the judgrent of the
Comittoe will effccuate the peliey harvof, '

4, A1l exocutive deportmonts omd oponcics of the Foderal
Eic'vu]:'nﬂc-nt are authorized and directod to ecoperaie vith the
Comaxittce in its work, and to furmnish the Cormitton such in-
formation er the sorvices of such porsons cs the Committoc may
require dn the perfomanea of its duties, '

S5« When rogucsted by the Comaittie to do so, poraons
in tho amed services or in any of the cxeeutive demrtmonts
and cgencies of the Fodersl Govermnent shall testify bofore
the Comeitton and shell moke aveilable for the use of ti:v;

Committoe such documents znd ather inf .
mittee moy require, VR B

* By The Cormittee ashcll eontinue to oxdst watil such

tire os the President sholl terminnte its o H
N ; wimn s oxistence by Expocu-—
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