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Dr. Joel Perlmann is the Senior Scholar at the Levy Institute of 
Economics at Bard College in New York where he teaches courses in history 
and sociology and guides the research program on immigration, ethnicity, 
and social structure. His work Italians Then, Mexicans Now: Immigrant 
Origins and Second Generation Progress, 1890-2000 investigates the 
progress of today’s immigrants to those of the past to diagnose the current 
condition of the American Dream. 

Dr. Perlmann is engaged in several long-term research projects related 
to immigration, ethnicity and social mobility. His current work includes an 
intellectual, bureaucratic, and political history of the “races and peoples” 
classification used for half a century by U.S. immigration authorities and 
how this classification was nearly introduced into the U.S. Census. Dr. 
Perlmann received his Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1980.
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