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English 12






Jeanne Grandchamp

SECOND SHORT PAPER:  POETRY

PURPOSE:  As with your first short essay, to demonstrate that you are exercising your critical thinking and writing skills to come to grips with the material we are reading and the concepts we are discussing in class; to reinforce your English 11 writing/research/documenting skills.  This one also has as its purpose to increase your knowledge of and comfort with poetry.

*****************************

GENERAL DIRECTIONS:   For this assignment, you will be writing about one poem which we are reading for class from Literature:  An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing. (You must choose from among the poems in our text which I have assigned for reading!  If it was assigned, it is fair game—even if we do not get around to discussing it in class.)  The body of the paper will be at least four word-processed pages in length when it is finished.  The paper will also include a title page, featuring a copy of the poem with which you are working; and an MLA-style Works Cited page (for a total assignment of six pages).  As evidence for the points you make about the poem you have chosen, you will need to quote from the poem itself, and you will also need to quote from books or articles.  Please use proper quotation practices and Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines for parenthetical notation when you quote from the poem and/or outside sources like books or articles.

It will help to read this handout and to review the text chapters which I assigned with the First Short Paper and which offer a review of quoting and documenting, MLA style), and to consult the special web site discussed below.  Reminder:  There is a “Reference Guide for Citations,” starting on page 1495 of our textbook, which can help you devise your Works Cited.)  NOTE:  wherever my directions in this handout differ from instructions given in our text, you should follow my directions, please. 

SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS:  You must pick a text poem which we have read, but you should make sure it’s by a poet with whom you are not familiar.  Shakespeare is not a good choice for this assignment, so please don’t go right to the bard….


The body of this assignment will be at least four pages, just like the body of the short paper on fiction, but it will be in two parts.  The first part will be your exploration of the life of the author of this poem.  In one page or so, you should explain what this poet’s background and life are like and/or what some of the most interesting features about him/her are.  (Obviously, this will require some research.)  Your one page will likely be too short to do justice to a full biography of the poet, so pick and choose what you report.  Keep it brief, with perhaps a sentence introduction and a sentence conclusion.  The introduction might state, in overview, that you focused on the poet’s early years, or his/her most productive years, or some particularly interesting portion of his/her life.  (If, for example, she was married five times, the marriages might be interesting to profile!) This part should be set up like a mini-essay, all on its own.

The second part of the assignment will be a second mini-essay which includes a short paraphrase (1—2 paragraphs) of the poem you have chosen plus what 1—2 critics have to say about it.  (Again, research required!)  Please introduce and comment on the quotations or paraphrases which you use from the critic(s)—don’t just insert 1—2 opinions by critics with parenthetical notation.  Then, you will discuss whether you agree or disagree with what the critics have to say.  (Obviously—and you will remember this from English 11—you need to make sure you understand the critical observation(s) made by the critic(s) you choose to quote or paraphrase.)  All rules of MLA documentation must be followed.  A reminder that pages 1457-1458 of our Kennedy & Gioia text explain how to quote a poem; you should consult those pages when you quote in your poem exploration.  As with any essay assignment, a brief introduction and a brief conclusion will help to organize and polish what you present in the second half of this assignment.  Use your introduction to give notice that you will paraphrase the poem and to mention the critics you will quote and comment upon.
A NOTE ABOUT GENERAL WORLD WIDE WEB PAGES vs. DATABASES

The internet is becoming more and more important in academe.  Professors in large universities are currently authoring pages that get them publication credit for tenure and promotion; colleges, libraries and learning resource centers are all going online.  Because of the nature of some of the material available on the internet, internet research is a valuable tool for a student.  But for any research you do for your SECOND SHORT PAPER, you should not use a general web page that you “Googled.”  You may use data based articles, some of which are handily available at the Bristol Community College LRC web site and accessible here on campus.  (With a BCC ID card, which serves as your LRC or library card, some of these data bases are available to you via your home computer as well.)  Though many world wide web pages offer detailed, legitimate information on poets and their poems, many others offer questionable snippets of info and shouldn’t be used, so we will avoid general web pages authored by “Who Knows” and stick to authentic criticism supplied by databases.

Below is a site posted specifically for my BCC Writing About Literature students by Dr. Gaby Adler and the Bristol LRC staff.  It can help guide you with any research you do for this assignment.  Please consult it.  You’ll find it offers a quick education in researching a poet and poem—it’s one of “those legitimate web pages”!  (
http://www.bristol.mass.edu/Academics/library/courseguides/cg_eng12.cfm
FORMAT:  The finished body of this assignment should be four or more double-spaced word processed pages. Ten space margins at left, right, top and bottom of pages are expected.  Please use 12 point Times New Roman font.  Your name, my name, English 12 and the date should be typed in the upper left hand corner of a special title page for your paper, and you should center your paper’s title, MLA style, and copy your poem exactly as it appears in the text on your title page.  Your title page and your Works Cited page will not be counted as part of the four-page written body of this assignment—therefore, the total assignment will be six pages.  Your paper should be stapled in the upper left hand corner.  Please do not put the separate pages of your paper in plastic sleeves and please do not use any type of binder or folder.

NOTE:  YOU MUST INCLUDE YOUR ROUGH DRAFTS AND COPIES OF RESEARCH ARTICLES OR CHAPTERS USED IN THE PAPER, OR THE ASSIGNMENT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  You definitely MUST include any rough draft for which you received extra credit.  Rough drafts may be hand written or word processed.

Please place your short essay assignment, rough drafts and research copies in a manila envelope with your name on the outside.
