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English 102:  Writing About Literature



Jeanne Grandchamp

______________________________________________________________
PART II

(of three parts for the RESEARCH ESSAY: Researching & Using Sources)
_______________________________________________________________
PART II: The Rough Draft
Sample Research Essay with Informational Notes Attached

CONTENT of Rough Draft Assignment:
1) Your draft MUST be word processed, and the body of the text should be two and a half or more pages long. (This assignment in its final form is three to four text pages in length. The Works Cited is not counted in this total.)
2) You’ll need a draft of an introductory paragraph, and the introduction should include your essay’s thesis sentence. (I recommend placing your thesis sentence in the traditional spot in the introduction—at the end—so that it can have maximum impact and stay in the reader’s mind as the body of the essay begins.) The thesis for this assignment could have any number of focuses: 1) If you found three articles/books related in thesis or focus, you could report on that as your own thesis. For instance, in the sample ANNOTATED WORKS CITED, there is an interesting article by a critic named Irwin Streight called “The Ghost of Flannery O’Connor in the Songs of Bruce Springsteen.” If the student writing the sample had decided to search the databases for “Flannery O’Conner and Bruce Springsteen” and had found more critics who comment on that relationship between Springsteen’s work and Springsteen’s reading of O’Connor’s work, the student could write out a thesis showing the similarities/differences between the works of the two artists.     2) If you found three articles not related in any way besides their being about the work of the author or the life of the author you researched, you could write a more general thesis. One example: “My journey into three critical articles revealed several extraordinary things about O’Connor’s work and about the influence her work has had.” This is the very general thesis used for the sample essay that is attached. It announces the essay will be a “review of the literature” that was found by the sample paper’s author.
3) Try to draft most of what you intend to be your supporting or body paragraphs. In the body paragraphs, you must do some quoting from each of your three sources. The more you offer in your rough draft, the more help I can offer, including feedback for parenthetical notation and quoting. So try parenthetical notation, quoting, etc.
4) Try a concluding paragraph, too.
5) Add your Works Cited, and remember that if you quote from the story or play belonging to your author, that story or play needs to appear on your Works Cited page for your essay. (If you notice the sample Works Cited, you’ll see that not only is our text included because O’Connor was quoted in the attached essay, but Springsteen’s album Nebraska is included, too—because, in the essay, it was quoted.) Your draft’s Works Cited does NOT need the paragraph-length summaries—the “annotations” you wrote for Part I, the Annotated Works Cited.
6) You must include copies of your three articles or sources with this assignment, as you did with the Annotated Works Cited. If you’ve used a chapter of a book, a copy of that chapter must be included, too.
Please attach the corrected Annotated Works Cited, as well, if I have returned it to you.
****An attempt at each of these key essay parts (intro; body paragraphs with parenthetical notation; some quotes and paraphrases FROM EACH OF YOUR THREE SOURCES; conclusion; and Works Cited) is required. So are copies of your three articles or sources and your corrected-by-me Annotated Works Cited.
5) Wherever you use quotations from an article, parenthetical notation should occur:  (Drake 33) or (33), if the author Drake’s name is already mentioned close to the quotation or has been used in the immediately previous parenthetical notation. There are different requirements as to what goes into those parenthetical notes, depending on how you’ve handled the quote in the text of your paper, so if you find you have questions, check OWL at Purdue University online, or stop by the Writing Center in B building, or see me during an office hour in B206. Remember to use parenthetical notation for paraphrases, too. (More on this in class.)
FORMAT of Rough Draft…and the Final Draft, too (practice never hurts!):

1.  YOU MUST TYPE/WORD PROCESS the ROUGH DRAFT ASSIGNMENT or you will not receive feedback and will receive “0s” for your four quiz grades. Follow MLA format, with 1” margins on all sides of each 8 ½ by 11 inch page. Pages should be numbered, and your name, my name, English 102 and the date should be typed flush with the upper left hand margin of the first page of your paper, as per MLA style.  (See the attached sample and please do not use a separate title page). Your paper’s title should be centered just above the spot where your paper’s text begins. Please remember to staple your work in the upper left hand corner. Do not put the separate pages of your paper in plastic sleeves and please do not use any type of binder or folder. If your materials are too thick to staple, staple your essay draft and then attach all other materials (article/chapter copies, corrected Annotated Works cited) using a small clamp.
2.  LATE PAPERS: Due dates for the ROUGH DRAFT and for the Annotated Works Cited are on your Course Requirements handout, and if you are not able to meet the deadlines, you are not allowed to hand either of these assignments to me during the next class meeting. You WILL, however, be allowed to come to one of my office hours with either of those assignments. Together, we will review the assignment, and the “0” quiz grades that were assigned because you did not hand in the assignment on time will be replaced with passing grades, if the assignment warrants. Late Annotated Works Citeds and rough drafts will ONLY be accepted if brought to my office before the next part of the assignment is due. Otherwise, “0” grades will be assigned.
This assignment earns four quiz-level grades.
IMPORTANT TIPS FOR EDITING YOUR WORK:
1. Avoid use of the word “you” in this and any of your academic papers.  Instead, if it’s about fiction, drama, a poem, a critical book or critical article, refer to the “reader” and use the pronouns “he/she” to refer to “reader” in a sentence.  (Example:  The reader wonders how this article was ever published; he/she gets frustrated by the third page because facts about O’Connor’s life are incorrect.  Not:  You wonder how this article was ever published; you get frustrated by the third page because facts about O’Connor’s life are incorrect.)

2.  Short story titles are always quoted:  “A Rose for Emily.”  Poem titles are quoted:  “To a Rose.”  Critical article or magazine article titles are quoted: “The Ghost of Flannery O’Connor in the Songs of Bruce Springsteen.” Book titles and play/drama titles are italicized or underlined:  Hamlet or Hamlet.  Please follow these rules in the body of your paper and in your Works Cited.

3.  When you paraphrase a part of a story or an article, use the present tense. (Example:  Emily doesn’t seem to realize that time is passing.  She keeps her father with her, insisting he is still alive.  She does the same with her lover.)  Even if most short stories or articles have been written a long time ago, discuss these stories’ or articles’ contents in the present, not past, tense.

4. Remember when you paraphrase (put a writer’s ideas in your own words) to A) completely change the wording of the original passage; B) follow your paraphrase with a set of parenthetical notations (“in-text citations”: (Faulkner 34)).

5. If an article from which you quote or paraphrase is available in a database online, you don’t usually have accurate page numbers for use in parenthetical notes (   ). What you should do instead is cite the name of the author only (Drake), unless you’ve already introduced the quote using the author’ name in the introductory phrase:  According to Drake, “It’s likely that….” In such a case, no parenthetical notes are necessary. If the online article numbers its own paragraphs, cite it this way: (Drake, par. 4). But do this only if the article itself numbers its paragraphs; please do not count up paragraphs and number them yourself.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NOTE: you must include this rough draft assignment with my comments with your upcoming final Research Essay, along with any other “sloppy copies.”  I need to see you tried to make productive adjustments to this ROUGH DRAFT, but unless I have a clear record of the adjustments I asked you to make, I can’t see what you tried to do.

ALSO, for your Final Draft, you will need to include copies of your three articles or sources and the corrected Annotated Works Cited.
You will note that a sample finished essay is attached. This is how the FINAL DRAFT (not a “rough draft”) looks, but seeing the final draft now gives you a better sense of where you are headed. Notes I’ve written in by hand should help you identify problem spots.
