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English 102:  Writing About Literature



Jeanne Grandchamp
_________________________________________________
The RESEARCH ESSAY ASSIGNMENT:
Researching & Using Sources
(An Out-of-Class Assignment in Three Parts)
PART  I 
________________________________
This Handout includes
An Overview Of the Full, Finished Research Essay
AND Directions for 
The Annotated Works Cited Assignment (Part I)
That Will Come Before a
Drafting of the Full Research Essay
______________________________________________________
Please begin by reading this OVERVIEW
OF THE RESEARCH ESSAY ASSIGNMENT:
PURPOSE:  To demonstrate that you are exercising your critical thinking skills and to reinforce your English 101 research, documenting and writing skills. The full three-part written assignment will guide you in finding and evaluating three acceptable college-level sources, putting your research/evaluations into a focused essay, documenting in Modern Language Association format, and developing appropriate Works Cited entries.

*****************************

This assignment comes in three parts—in three handouts, each of which will be graded:  PART I: You will be getting an overview of the entire RESEARCH ESSAY ASSIGNMENT and finding appropriate articles and/or books for the RESEARCH ESSAY, then writing an ANNOTATED WORKS CITED presenting the sources in MLA format and giving a summary overview of what is contained in each source. (Detailed directions for this Part I assignment are included at the end of this handout.) PART II: Following the Annotated Works Cited, you will complete a ROUGH DRAFT of a short essay which reviews your sources in a focused way, quotes from each of them, and comments in detail on the sources’ contents. (There will be a separate handout for Part II.) PART III: Finally, you will be producing a FINAL DRAFT of the essay from Part II. This will tighten the focus of the rough draft and carefully employ Modern Language association documentation and Works Cited methods. (There will be a separate handout for Part III.)
A general summary of this full assignment:  Pick one of the authors whose work we will be reading for fiction or drama this semester. Consult the reading list I’ve distributed for names of authors and their works, then read the basic biographical material which is offered in your textbook about each author. (You may also explore/select Edward Gorey, author of The Doubtful Guest.)
Next, begin serious researching as to what is available about an author’s life and literary work. As you research you may use the Learning Resources data bases and Google Scholar (if you know how to use this valuable online source). But you may NOT use regular Google or any general web-based search engine. No Wikipedia, either. What you would find would likely be too informal or unreliable. Traditional web pages might be used, IF they are found through the LRC (library) databases and you show them to me first. More on this in class.)
Initially, you won’t have to concern yourself with a thesis; you will research your chosen author and his/her work. This is unlike most research projects; for most, you’ll need a thesis. This project will result in your writing a kind of “review of the literature.” A “review of the literature” means you are presenting what you find about the author and his/her literary work.
You’ll need to do this library (LRC) database research to find three good, useable sources about your chosen author and his/her literary work. Start with the story or drama that we read for class by this author, and if no information is available, branch out to explore works by that author which we have not read, then go on to biographical material about the author.

Together, we will spend time searching the databases in person at the LRC. Your AccessBCC card can also get you “into” the databases from home. You will need to examine as many sources as necessary to find three good ones. You will be introducing in your RESEARCH ESSAY the three sources you find, so they should be understandable and interesting to you. I suggest that as you do the initial exploratory research, you find six to ten articles you feel you might be able to use. Each of the three sources you finally use must be AT LEAST five pages of text in length. As you begin to find interesting sources, you may see a theme or thesis take shape. Or not. If you don’t find a theme or thesis, but you do find quality, understandable sources, three will do the job, because for your final essay you will either be supporting a theme/thesis that your research uncovered or using, as your thesis, the central idea that you found three interesting sources and presenting what you found interesting about them. Either way, for your final essay draft, you will have a thesis.
Next, you will write the “parts”: PART I: THE ANNOTATED WORKS CITED will consist, first, of MLA entries for the three sources you find during your RESEARCH and will use later, in your RESEARCH ESSAY. (In other words, you are doing your Works Cited ahead of time.) Each individual MLA Works Cited entry will then be followed in this “annotated” version by a summary paragraph of what is contained in each source. (That “summary paragraph” is the “annotated” part of “Annotated Works Cited.” “Annotated” means “notes.” You are making summary notes on each of the sources you will use later.) This assignment will be about two pages in length, following MLA guidelines. The grades given for this assignment will be four quiz-level grades.
Part II: the RESEARCH ESSAY DRAFT will be a rough draft of your presentation of the material you found during your research. There will be a special, detailed handout for this assignment. Four quiz-level grades will be given for this, as well.
Part III: the RESEARCH ESSAY FINAL DRAFT. You will have a special, detailed handout for this assignment, which, as a final draft of the presentation of your research on an author and his/her work, will be given a grade worth 20% of the final grade in this course. This final Research Essay will consist of three-four pages of text and a Works Cited.
*****************************

*****************************

DETAILED DIRECTIONS FOR PART I
of the RESEARCH ESSAY ASSIGNMENT: 
PART I: Finding and Evaluating Sources & Writing

The Annotated Works Cited
**A Sample Annotated Works Cited, as it will look in its final form, is Attached to the End of This Direction Sheet**

PURPOSE:  This assignment will allow you to find and evaluate the three sources you will use for your out-of-class Research Essay Assignment. You will also practice presenting the sources following Modern Language Association guidelines. 

*****************************

GENERAL DIRECTIONS:  You will be researching for your RESEARCH ESSAY, finding appropriate articles and/or books, then writing an ANNOTATED WORKS CITED. This will present the necessary information about your chosen books/articles in Modern Language Association format and will include one paragraph on each of the three sources. Each paragraph will give a summary overview of what is contained in each source. Your three sources should each be five or more pages of text in length.

*****************************

FORMAT: Strictly MLA—the Modern Language association method of Works Cited set-up. (There is a sample attached, so that you can see how a finished Annotated Works Cited looks with the annotations—the summary paragraphs—put into an MLA Works Cited page.) If you have difficulty with Works Cited formats, you have several places to go for help.  1) You can see me during an office hour. 2) The BCC Writing Center in B117 is available; 3) Purdue University’s “Online Writing Lab (OWL)” is a wonderful source. Here’s the webpage:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/

Most of the articles found in databases will come with information for a “citation” (also known as a “format” for listing the article in your Works Cited).  And in some cases, if you click on a citation box provided, the database itself will set up most of your article’s MLA Works Cited citation for you! Look for that feature when you do your research, but DO check the database’s work—sometimes, necessary elements are left out.

When you are typing the ANNOTATED WORKS CITED, remember to use Times New Roman 12 point font and to double space. Follow the format for MLA Works Cited and add the summary paragraphs after each entry, as demonstrated on the sample ANNOTATED WORKS CITED, attached.

NOTE: You will also be handing in COPIES OF THE ARTICLES YOU SUMMARIZE. I SUGGEST YOU HAVE TWO COPIES OF THE THREE ARTICLES WHICH YOU FINALLY DECIDE TO USE, so that you can hand in one set and use the other for your work on Part II, the rough draft.

LATE PAPERS: Due dates for the Annotated Works Cited and for the ROUGH DRAFT are on your Course Requirements handout and your Assignments List handout, and if you are not able to meet the deadlines, you are not allowed to hand either of these assignments to me during the next class meeting. You WILL, however, be allowed to come to one of my office hours with either of those assignments. Together, we will review the assignment, and the “0” quiz grades that were assigned because you did not hand in the assignment on time will be replaced with passing grades, if the assignment warrants. Late Annotated Works Citeds and rough drafts will ONLY be accepted if brought to my office before the next part of the assignment is due. Otherwise, “0” grades will be assigned. As we have classes which meet once a week, timing your assignments will be crucial in order for you to obtain needed feedback. 
THE STEP-BY-STEP for Part I:
1) Go to the Learning Resources Center (LRC). Okay, strictly speaking, you don’t have to “go” to A building where the LRC is located. You can use your library card (your AccessBCC ID) to “get” into the LRC from any internet-accessing computer. But the first time, it’s always better to be looking at the “stacks” (books the LRC has on hand) and exploring the databases (the online collections of articles) with a librarian nearby. If you get stuck while researching, a librarian can get you unstuck rapidly. If you have questions about whether or not a source is a good one, you’ve got a librarian handy.

Make sure you’ve brought the name of the author you have chosen to research, and the title of the short story, play/drama or book that this person wrote and which we are reading for class.

2) I recommend articles rather than books, but you may use a book if you choose. If you opt to use a book for a project of this modest size, you might want to narrow your focus to certain parts of the book. For example, if you have an article that examines William Faulkner’s use of “southern gothic” writing, you might want to pick a Faulkner biography, go to the biography’s index, and look at the section or chapter which comments on his use of “southern gothic.” Then, you could have a theme and possible thesis starting! When you summarize for this particular Annotated Works Cited, the chapter you used from the book will be enough to put into summary paragraph form, but for future Annotated Works Citeds, you should know professors actually expect entire books quickly summarized, if those books are cited.

3) The articles/books you choose can revolve around one topic related to the author’s work or they can feature information, in general, about the author and his/her works.  In the example given above, Faulkner and his “southern gothic” writing become the focus, because the writer finds a first article on Faulkner’s use of southern gothic. Then the writer, intrigued, looks for more information on Faulkner and his southern gothic approach.

Perhaps as you scan for articles, you won’t find a focus. This assignment is designed to work with you, should that happen. Your main goal is to find three good, understandable articles/books. NEVER, EVER choose a source that you do not understand! If you can’t determine what the literary critic or author is saying, there are several possibilities that something is happening which you do not want to be a part of: 1) The article might be aimed directly at other literary critics in which case even an excellent “non-literary criticism reader” would have trouble with it. It’s not worth your struggling over this article; move to something with which you readily feel at home.  2) The article might be written about something you could eventually understand, but you aren’t far enough along in your literature-analyzing skills yet. Let it rest. If you take more English classes, eventually your skills will be ready for it.  3) The article is garbage. There’s a lot of that out there: smoke-blowing, convoluted, wrong-headed, dopey material. Literary critics must publish to keep their jobs and prestige in their field. (“Critics” are literary professionals who evaluate or analyze literature, by the way. They aren’t “overly negative people.”)  Some critics write garbage; some write occasional garbage. Don’t be taken in by garbage! IF YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND IT, PUT IT BACK! Choose another article or book.

NOTE: For other assignments in other classes, you will need to research a specific thesis, not merely an author. Because I would like you to use the databases and what we have on hand at the college rather than send you on long journeys to other colleges in search of very narrow, very specific information, this assignment is more broad than most of your research assignments will be in the future.

4) As mentioned above, Wikipedia is forbidden. Though the people who edit and oversee Wikipedia have improved the site’s veracity, anyone can write on Wikipedia. That’s right. Most of the articles on the site are “unlocked,” and even you and I can go out there and contribute material to an article, and that material might just be…wrong. Or too simplified. Or biased. Or in other ways questionable. Besides, college-level writers should seek to avoid general encyclopedia articles of all kinds. Too vague.

5) Remember that Google is also forbidden. Here’s why: Google sifts tons of the material presented online about a topic or person. Many of the sites it finds are good; many are questionable. You should search the Learning Resources Center’s online book catalog (to see what there is on the shelves or what can be gotten for you from other libraries) and the LRC’s databases. Databases are huge online stores of professionally-written articles. Literary critics and others who write professional articles as part of their living authored what you will find. You have access to these databases because you pay fees at BCC. Otherwise, you wouldn’t be allowed access. So these databases are a professional tool at your fingertips, which you actually can access from home using your AccessBCC card. Oh—and you may use Google Scholar. That often finds excellent scholarly (or “professional”) articles. If you haven’t used it yet, be careful. Be sure that a professional Journal is cited at the top or bottom of the article you locate. Know “what” your source is. Sometimes, Google Scholar presents a book or part of a book. You won’t be able to correctly categorize  and present your source in the Works Cited unless you know what it is you are reading.
6) Related to #5, above: know the “types” of articles you are examining. Is the article a “critical” article, evaluating the work of the author, or a “biographical” article, giving an overview of his/her life? These will be the best for this assignment. Please do not use three of the same “types” of articles. Especially when one is searching for shorter articles, one is tempted to take the first three 5-page-of-text articles found. One semester, that resulted in a student inadvertently choosing three obituaries for an author—not the most useful sources for his research essay, which needed to be done from his Annotated Works Cited list. Your chosen articles should each be 5 or more pages of text long and should be a variety of source types—maybe one critical article, one book review and one biography. Mix it up!
7) When you first locate an article, make sure that you have the information you will need for your MLA citation of the source—compare the beginning or end material of this article to the information you will need in your project’s Modern Language Association-style Works Cited. Avoid using an article which has no references to its original place of publication.

8) I mentioned this earlier, but it bears repeating: when you find the sources you wish to use, make two copies of each of them. One set you are required to hand in with your Annotated Works Cited assignment; one you will keep to use. If you are using a book, it is best to use only a chapter or section from it for this relatively small RESEARCH ESSAY assignment. You will need to make two copies of that chapter or section, too, as you will need one to hand in with the Annotated Works Cited and one to make notes on for the Research Essay work you will do. Having copies of the articles/chapters-sections allows you to make comments and highlight right on your source. With a short assignment, this eliminates the need for writing notecards or using research software to organize the research you will present in a rough draft and then in an essay.

9) As you are reading your articles, take some notes. Ask what the main idea or thesis of the article is, and look for the basics which support the article’s main idea. These will be the raw material for your Annotated Works Cited’s summary paragraphs. Remember, a summary hits the important notes—not every note. And in a summary, you do not quote from the article or take chunks of material from here and there in the article. You read and process the content of the article, then put the whole of it in your own words, briefly.

10) Careful to be sure you have a full article. Often, a databased article will have an “abstract.” This is a tiny summary of the contents of the article. It’s useful. It can help you determine if you wish to skim, then read, the whole article. But it is not the actual article. Oh—and an abstract cannot be used in place of your own summary of the article on the Annotated Works Cited. With quotes, that would be quoting, not summarizing. And without quotes…well, that would be plagiarism!
Also, a collection of passages from several articles might be presented as an “article” in some of the databases. These collections are useful for obtaining assorted ideas about an author and/or work, but are not useful for this assignment. They are not in-depth enough. Avoid these “collection articles,” too.
This assignment is worth four quiz-level grades; please check the assignment checklist for the ANNOTATED WORK CITED’s due date. Next page, samples….
(See last page for a copy of this Works Cited’s page one with Jeanne’s notes on it!)
Student’s Full Name

J. Grandchamp

Eng. 102.A05

date MONTH YEAR

Annotated Works Cited

Drake, Robert. “‘The Bleeding Stinking Mad Shadow of Jesus’ in the Fiction of


Flannery O’Connor.” Comparative Literature Studies 3 (1966): 183-96.


Contemporary Literary Criticism. Web. 10 Nov. 2010.

Drake’s article, written shortly after O’Connor’s death, is an interesting expose of

O’Connor’s Christ as a revolutionary—as someone who upset the status quo and

continues to do this in her stories for her characters. Her treatment of women

characters and of pride of all kinds is also discussed, as are her themes, which,

Drake concludes might alienate some of the more intellectual readers.

Milder, Robert. “The Protestantism of Flannery O’Connor.” The Southern Review 6
Autumn 1975: 802-19. Contemporary Literary Criticism. Web. 4 Nov. 2010. 

Milder’s article delves into the ways in which O’Connor’s professed “Catholic” writing

is profoundly Protestant, mentioning her tendency to adhere to beliefs which traditional

Catholics might term “heresy.” Her writing’s fundamentalist leanings are exposed, and

her fondness for what we call “epiphanies” but Protestantism calls the “conversion

experience” is also explained.

Streight, Irwin. “The Ghost of Flannery O’Connor in the Songs of Bruce Springsteen.”


Flannery O’Connor Review 6 July 2008: 11-29. Literary Reference Center. Web.


4 Nov. 2010.

This article explores the connections between rock and roll legend Bruce Springsteen’s

stark songs and his fondness for Flannery O’Connor’s stories. Parallels are drawn be-

tween the lyrics of songs on the album Nebraska and O’Connor’s “A Good Man is

Hard to Find.” Also explored are the songwriter’s and the storywriter’s shared

Catholicism and their appreciation of violence as an agent of revelation. Finally, their

shared appreciation of prophets and prophecy is examined.

Page 1 of the above Annotated Works Cited follows, with my handwritten notes on it:
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