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Argumentative Research Essay

Decide on a controversial issue related to the career field or major in which you are interested, take a position on the issue and write a three to five page essay that uses research and evidence to argue your side. An example of a controversial issue in a career field is the debate over merit pay for teachers. Similarly, in nursing, solutions are being sought to address the shortage of nurses, and in journalism, the newspaper industry is arguing over ways to beat the competition from online publications. 

Once you have finalized your topic, frame it as a should question to provoke disagreement and take a position. For example, “should teachers’ salary be based on merit?” The answer to this question is your thesis statement. To present a fair and complete argument you should also include a summary and critique of opposing views. Assume that your audience disagrees with your position and use what you know from previous assignments about logos, ethos and pathos to persuade readers to change their mind. 

Since this is a research essay, you will need to include credible sources. Sources that will be accepted include periodicals, books, journals, personal interviews and reliable websites. Any websites you use must be evaluated for trustworthiness and authenticity. You may gather information by visiting your local library and using the college’s online database, which we will be learning about in class. You must integrate at least three sources in your paper. Two of those sources must be from the college’s online databases.

This essay counts for 20 percent of your grade and includes the following components that make up the research and writing process. Each component must be submitted on the due date to receive full credit:

· Should Question—
· Works cited page,
· Pro-con chart, summary and paraphrased sources 

· Outline and working thesis—
· Rough Draft Due 

· Final Draft Due 
When grading your paper, I will look for: 

· A research topic that is controversial

· A thesis that is focused and offers a clear answer to your should question

· An introduction, body and conclusion that demonstrates a coherent and logical structure.

· Arguments with specific examples and details that are grounded in research to support your side

· Counterarguments with a rebuttal

· Relevant research that is cited in MLA format and integrated into the text.

· Grammatical clarity

Essays will ONLY be accepted if you have:  
· Double-spaced; used 12 point size

· Submitted two copies of your final draft.

· Stapled a rough draft I’ve commented on to the back of one of the final drafts.
· Included a one page (typed or handwritten) letter to me in which you discuss the following:

·  What interested you about this topic?
· Describe any difficulties you had with the assignment and how you attempted to overcome those difficulties.
· What do you think the strengths of your essay are, and what would you still like to work on? (the letter should be one page, typed or handwritten.  Don’t try to write the letter in the five minutes before class.  I want to see that you have put some thought into these questions
