
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO LIBRARY RESOURCES – Finding Journal Articles 
 
 
 

Accessing and Borrowing Library Resources 
 
Your accessBCC card serves as your student ID and library card.  
You need your card to borrow books and access web-based library resources from off-campus. 
 
Your library card number is located on the back.   
It’s the 14 digit number beginning with 2277700. 
Your library pin is the last 4 digits of your phone number. 
 
You can get your accessBCC card in D-104. 
 

 
 
Let’s begin searching for library resources. 
From the BCC home page:  http://www.bristolcc.edu/ 
Select Library Services from the ACADEMICS drop down menu, or under Featured Links.  
 

 
 
The Library’s page is your portal to finding books and videos with the online library catalog, and articles from periodicals with 
an article database. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Finding a journal article 
 
An article database helps you find information on a topic in a periodical (newspaper, magazine or scholarly journal). 
From the Library’s webpage, click on Find Articles in Databases.  The Library has over 50 different databases to choose 
from depending on your subject.  In this example we will search Academic Search Premier.  It’s one of our comprehensive 
databases.  Click on Comprehensive databases.  The comprehensive databases cover a wide range of subject areas. Now 
select Academic Search Premier.  Note: If you accessing the databases from home, you will be prompted to enter your 
Library card number located on the back of your accessBCC card. 
 

 
 
 
 
The screenshot below displays the first two articles of the results for “college students and time management”.  Note the 
difference between the two records.  They both list the bibliographic information (title, authors, journal, etc.), but one includes 
the link to Full Text and the other a request through interlibrary loan.  You can access Full Text articles immediately.  
Articles through interlibrary loan can take 10 business days to arrive.  Click on the title of the first article. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

This screen displays the record of a journal article.  Each field (ie. Title, Authors, Source) contains specific information about 
the article that you will need to create a proper citation.  The “Persistent link” field is a URL that can be used to link to back to 
this article from any computer at any time.  Also, from the screen you can print, email, save or export to Refworks. 
 

 
 



 

 
Avoiding Plagiarism 
Whenever you quote, paraphrase, summarize, or otherwise refer to the work of another, you are required to cite its 
source, either by way of parenthetical citation or by means of a footnote. It is important that students understand the 
definition of plagiarism, how to avoid it, and the use of proper citation of resources. Remember, plagiarism is considered 
academic negligence and is subject to disciplinary action as stated in the Code of Conduct section of the Student 
Handbook.  
 
How to Cite 
There are a number of different style guide (MLA, APA, etc.) you can use to cite your sources.  The following website has 
examples in different formats: http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/.  Always follow the format your instructor 
assigns.  No matter what style guide, you need to record a certain amount of information about each source.   
For books:  
Author or editor, Title of the book, Publisher, Place of publication and Date of publication. 
For articles: 
Journal title, Article title, Author, Volume and issue number of the journal, Date of publication, Page numbers, Database 
Name, Web Address of the site, and Date of access 
 
You can also use RefWorks to help you properly cite your sources. Refworks is an online citation management tool that 
makes creating, saving and using bibliographic references easy. You can create your own RefWorks account that you 
can access from any computer and use it to keep track of articles, books and other references that you might use in a 
research paper. See a Reference Librarian for more details. 
 
 
Need help writing your paper? 
BCC's Writing Lab stands ready to assist you in all your writing needs. Whether you're a student, faculty or staff member, 
or a member of the community at large, they can help you tackle your writing needs.  The Writing Lab offers help on any 
aspect of the writing process.  Learn how to: stay on task, generate ideas, develop a first draft, edit your final draft, and 
cite correctly.  The Writing Lab is located in K-119. 
 



 

 
Self Test:  
See how well you have understood the basics to information literacy search. 
 
Definition Match-Up  
 
ARTICLE DATABASE   BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION  CALL NUMBER 
ONLINE LIBRARY CATALOG  PERIODICAL    PLAGIARISM 
PERSISTENT LINK   FIELDS 
 
1. _________________________An online system for finding out what materials are owned by the library, the call number, 
location, and whether or not the item is checked out.  
 
2. _________________________A systematic combination of letters and numbers assigned to library materials to indicate 
shelf location and subject classification. 
 
3. _________________________A publication such as a magazine, newspaper or journal that has a distinctive title, is 
intended to appear at regular intervals (e.g. daily, weekly, monthly, annually) and has different content in each issue.  
Examples are Sports Illustrated, New York Times, or Journal of criminal law & criminology. 
 
4. _________________________A tool which helps you find information on a topic in a newspaper, magazine or scholarly 
journal. It is also known as a periodical index in an electronic format.  Examples of are the Academic Search Premier and 
Expanded Academic ASAP.  
 
5. _________________________The act of copying or borrowing the work or ideas of another author without 
acknowledgement. Students who are writing essays, reports, dissertations or theses must cite their sources, such as 
books and journal articles, in a list of references at the end of their work. 
 
6. _________________________A reference to a book or article which includes the information required to differentiate that 
book or article from all others and to locate the information again.  The elements of for a journal article are 1) author's name, 
2) title of article, 3) name of journal, 4) volume number 5) issue number, 6) date of issue, and 7) page numbers. 
 
7. ________________________ are URLs that connect users directly to a library database or article from any computer at 
any time. 
 
8. __________________ are specific types of data found in a database record. 


